
 

Trees Mean Life
In 2011, Blackmoor Nurseries, part of the Blackmoor Estate near Selborne in Hampshire, donated over £9,500 to the organisation TREE AID.

With the help of their customers,  a fabulous £9,526 was raised for the charity’s Tree Revolution Campaign equivalent to 9,526 trees being planted and protected in Africa’s Sahel Region, the harshest, driest landscape on the planet. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Blackmoor (www.blackmoor.co.uk), a leading supplier of quality fruit trees and bushes to both garden centres and the public, and TREE AID became partners in December 2010 as a way to promote the Tree Revolution Campaign. The aim was  to plant and protect trees in Africa’s drylands in 2011, which was the United Nations International Year of Forests. As part of the on-line shopping process provided by the nursery, customers were offered an option to donate to TREE AID and for every donation made, Blackmoor donated 10% of the value of the basket to the charity

Commenting on the success, Blackmoor’s Nursery Manager Jon Munday said “Support  from our customers has been terrific.  Together with the additional donation made by us, we have been able to assist TREE AID in planting and protecting over 800,000 trees in 2011, a significant achievement in this economic climate.  TREE AID have also recruited a large number of new supporters and increased their profile in the UK.”

“But help is still needed.” Jon warns. “Vulnerable families living in Africa’s drylands are facing a terrifying year ahead. Poor rains mean that staple food crops have withered in the fields and rural people are facing famine. The trees that are provided by TREE AID create  a safety net when food is scarce: fruit, nuts, leaves, and seeds can all be eaten. Things that grow on trees can also be sold so that families can buy food when times are tough. In short, trees can make the difference between famine and survival for villagers in the Sahel”

And the great news for the charity is that Blackmoor will continue in Partnership with TREE AID throughout 2012.  

Confirming the arrangement, Jon concludes “As customers enjoy the bounty from their own fruit trees and bushes at home, they will have the opportunity to help some of the most vulnerable families on the planet to do the same. I am delighted to say that for every donation made by a customer  we will continue to donate10% of the value of the basket too - equivalent to the cost of another 10,000 trees, trees which will support TREE AID’s vision to see poverty replaced by thriving, self reliant communities across the African drylands”

For more information about the work carried out by TREE AID, visit their website at www.treeaid.org.uk
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